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THE LATIN LEAFLET 



tasks, becomes a source of delight for them. 
Let us cease acting as if we were afraid of 
the subject and had to handle it with gloves, 
arid let us teach it as if it were a thing of life 
for which we felt an affection and regard. 
A good laugh now and then will act as a 
tonic for both teacher and class, an illustra- 
tion from modern life will put new meaning 
into the classical allusion, and we will find 
that we have solved the problem of how to 
control the bright but mischievous lad. I 
plead again and again for more life and more 
enthusiasm in our class-rooms. 

My next qualification would be knowledge 
of the subject. Perhaps this point does not 
apply so much to teachers in the larger prep- 
aratory schools and the city high schools, 
but elsewhere at any rate it does. Only those 
of us who have to deal with the freshmen in 
college, just out of the secondary schools, 
realize how often things have been wrongly 
explained to these men, or how often the most 
important subjects have never been touched 
upon in their hearing. Few causes have mini- 
fied the success with which Latin should have 
been taught, as has the fact that persons are 
often put in charge of classes, who have read 
but little Latin and know really little about 
its syntax, and less about its spirit. It is 
time that we were raising a loud outcry 
against this outrage. No one should be al- 
lowed to teach Latin who had not made a 
special study of it in college and mastered it 
as completely as is possible in an undergrad- 
uate course. I hold that it is not enough 
preparation for the teacher to have read 
merely the authors he is expected to teach, 
yet too often is this the case. He should have 
a knowledge of the scope of the subject, suf- 
ficient "to lead the student to see that he is 
not studying an arrangement of material pro- 
vided to drill his memory, but that he is 
studying a language by which men told or 
wrote what they saw, heard, felt, and 
thought" — the open sesame to one of the 
world's greatest literatures and storehouses of 
thought. If the teacher does not have this 
fund of information, I am inclined to think 
that there is not much real need of a teacher, 
at least it is fair to assume that a bright pupil 
can make almost as much progress by himself 
as with the aid of a teacher who knows only 
what the student can gain by his own con- 
scientious efforts. 

N Wilbur Helm 
Princeton University 



ANNOUNCEriENT 

Articles IV and V of the constitution of the New 
York Latin Club have been amended so as to read 
as follows : 

ARTICLE IV Membership 

i Membership in the Club may be either Active, 
Honorary or Life. 

2 Any one may become an Active Member who 
receives the nomination of the Executive Commit- 
tee, signs the constitution and pays the membership 
fee. 

3 Any one can become an Honorary Member who 
receives the nomination of the Executive Committee 
and subscribes to the New York High School Col- 
lege Entrance Scholarship Fund the sum of twenty- 
five dollars (payable at his option in five annual 
payments of five dollars each). 

4 Any one may become a Life Member who re- 
ceives the nomination of the Executive Committee 
and subscribes to the New York High School Col- 
lege Entrance Scholarship Fund the sum of one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars (payable at his 
option in five annual payments of twenty-five dol- 
lars each). 

5. The fee for Active Membership shall be two 
dollars, one half of which shall go toward defraying 
the incidental expenses of the Club, and the other 
half toward the support of the periodical published 
under the auspices of the Club. An Honorary or a 
Life Member may become an Active Member by 
Signing the constitution and paying one dollar addi- 
tional, which shall go toward defraying the expenses 
of the Club. 

ARTICLE V The Periodical 

1 The periodical published under the auspices of 
the Club shall be self-supporting, and all the annual 
subscriptions to the periodical shall be perpetually 
devoted to the New York High School College 
Entrance Scholarship Fund. 

2 The publication and management of the period- 
ical shall be placed under the direction of an Edi- 
torial Committee who shall consist of the Executive 
Committee and not more than two other active 
members of the Club to be appointed by the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

ERRATUM 

Leaflet, Vol III, No 63, Page i, 2nd Column, 
Line 15, Read "Save as a relative". 
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